
Trenchless ExcavationTrenchless Excavation
around around 

Sewer FacilitiesSewer Facilities

1. Follow all applicable portions of the State 
Corporation Commission’s Rule 20VAC5-309-150, 
Requirement for Trenchless Excavation.





Best PracticesBest Practices

2. Perform visual site inspection looking for clear 
evidence such as:

- Old Marks. 

- Sewer cleanout, valve boxes, etc.
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3. Review Miss Utility ticket responses for the 
presence of sewer facilities.

4. Always assume that sewer line laterals are present. 

5. Determine the location of the main (sewer). 

6. Attempt to contact homeowner/developer for 
location information.
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7. If clear evidence is noted, try to locate lateral 

entrance  and exit points at building to determine 
route. 

8. Attempt to physically verify the location of the facility 
lateral using available equipment. (Fish Tape, 
Ground Penetrating Radar Locating Equipment, 
etc.)

9. Consult the operator of the sewer main for 
additional assistance.
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10. Also be aware of:

-Changes in grass color, terrain and soil types.   
These changes often indicate a prior 
disturbance of soil. 

-Patches in pavement that could indicate where 
utilities had been previously uncovered.
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11.Prior to setting up any trenchless excavation 
operation, pothole all applicable utilities using the 
State Corporation Commission's Division of Utility 
and Railroad Safety's Hand Digging Best Practices 
and Impact Mole Best Practices.

http://www.scc.virginia.gov/urs/mutility/docs/exp_bp.pdf

http://www.scc.virginia.gov/urs/mutility/docs/imole_bp.pdf

http://www.scc.virginia.gov/urs/mutility/docs/exp_bp.pdf
http://www.scc.virginia.gov/urs/mutility/docs/imole_bp.pdf
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12. Maintain a two foot clearance zone from exposed utility lines and 
bore away from exposed utility line when possible. 
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The End


